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8. Contents of Decision: 

SUBJECT : The subject matter shall not be granted a patent. 
BASIS : Paragraph 2, Article 20 of the Patent Law. 
REASONS : 

(1) The floor mat of the subject invention comprises a base portion having a 
non-tacky surface and adapted for receiving the soles of a person's shoes 
thereon; and a cleanable portion associated with the base portion having a 
tacky surface for receiving the soles of the shoes thereon. 
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(2) ROC Patent Publication No. 328711 published in ROC Patent Gazette on 
21 March 1998 (see enclosure) has already disclosed a "Novel Floor Mat 
Assembly" comprising a base construction having a non-tacky surface for 
receiving the soles of a person's shoes thereon, and a cleanable floor mat 
that has slots for engaging the frame elements of the base construction and a 
tacky surface for receiving the soles of the shoes thereon. Therefore, the 
technical concept underlying the subject invention as to providing a floor 
mat by combining a base portion and a cleanable portion has been disclosed 
in the cited reference. Though a variety of embodiments are provided in 
the subject invention, they are considered the simple modification or 
combination in view of the conventional technical concept and commonly 
known designing knowledge. The subject invention is not a high level 
innovation of technical concepts by which natural rules are utilized, and can 
be easily accomplished by persons skilled in the art by simply utilizing 
conventional technology known prior to applying for patent. The subject 
invention is devoid of an inventive step. 

In view of the above, the application does not meet the provisions of Paragraph 2, 
Article 20 of the Patent Law and patent rights are not granted thereto. 

Sealed By 

Chen, Ming-Bang 
Commissioner 

Note. If dissatisfied with the decision, the applicant may file a request for re- 
examination within 30 days following the date of receipt of this decision. 
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Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted'rjy the applicant. 
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problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 
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